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u are nable, for a truly Virtuous Mind, whoſe inward 


thatRock of Innocence,to def- 


ſufficient opportunities of Diſcourfing piſe the empty noiſe of popular Reproach,yet even 


HO the Friendſhip, with which Jo | 
l pleaſed to honour me, doth afford me Peace is founded upon 


with you upon any Subject , yet 1 
chuſe rather at this time to offer unto' you, 'in 
Writing, ſome refleions which have occur d to 
my Thoughts, in a matter of no common Jmpor- 
tance. The Importance of it doth primarily and 


direaly reſpe@ your ſelf, and your own private 


Concernments : But it alſo conſequentially and 
effeQually regards the King , his Government, and 
even thepeace and ſettlement of this whole Nation. 
I intreat you therefore to bear with me, if I en- 
deavour in this manner, to give ſomewhat more 
weight unto mywords,than would be in a tranſtient 
Diſcourſe, and leave them with you as a Subjett 
that requires your retired Conſideration. 

You are not ignorant that the part you are ſup- 
Poſed to have had of late Years in publick Aﬀairs, 
tho without either the Title, or Honour, of Pro- 
fit of any Publick Office, and that clpecinuy 
your ayowed endeavours to introduce among 
us a general and inviolable Liberty of Conſcience 
in matters of Meer Religion, have occaſioned the 
miſtakes of ſome Men, provoked the malice of 0- 
thers, and, in the end, have raiſed againſt you a 
multitude of Enemies, who have unworthily 
defamed,yeu with ſuch Imputatiuns as I am fure 
you abhor. This I know you have been ſuthcient- 
ly informed off, tho*T doubt you have rot made 
ſuthcient releAion upon it. The Conſe iouſneſs of 
ycur own Innocence ſeems to me to have given you 
too gre2ra conmempt of fuchunjuſt and i11-grountet 


Slanders. For however glorious it is, and realu= bzrty, but even ina predominating S1periority 0» 


that Sublimity-of Spirit may ſometimes ſwell co a 
reprovable Exceſs. To be fteadyard immoveable in 
the proſecution of wiſe and honeft Reſolutions, by 
all honeſt and prudent means, is indeed a Duty 
that admits of no-exception. But nevertheleſs it 
ought not to hinder that,at the ſame time,there be 
alſo a due care taken of preſervinga fair Reputati- 
on. A good Name, ſays the Wiſe Man, is terter 
than a Precious Oynment, It isa Perfumethat re- 
commends the Perſon whom jit accompanies, that 
procures him every where an cafy Acceptance, 

and that facilitates theSucceſs of all his Enterpriſes. 
And for that reaſon,tho' therewere no other, lintreat 


you to obſerve, that the care of a Mans Reputati- 


on is an eflential part of that very ſame Duty 
Wn ingages him in the purſuit of any worthy 
Dengn. 

Bur 1 muſt not entertain you with a Declama- 
tion upon this general Theme. My bufineſs is 
to repreſent to you, more particularly, thoſe very 
Imputations which are czit upon your Self, toge- 
ther with ſome of their evident Conſequences ; 


that, if pofhble, T may thereby more you to la- 
bour after a Remedy. 


The Source of all ariſes 
from the ordinary Acceſs you have unto the King, 


the Credit you are ſuppoſed to have with Him, and 


the deep Jealouſy that ſome People have conceived 
of His Intenticns inreference to Religron. Their 
Jealouſy is, that his Aim has been to ſettle Popery 
in this Naticn, not onely in a fair ard ſecure Li- 


* ver 


ver all other Profeſſions. And frem hence 
inference follows, that Whoſoever has any 

the Cuuncels of this Reign, muſt needs be Pop 
ly affeRed: Bat, that to have ſo greata pa 


them, as you are ſaid to have had, can happen to 


none but an abſolute Papiſt. That is the dire& 
Charge. But chat is not enough. Your Poſt is too 
conſiderable for a Papiit of an or:linary ſorn : and 
therefore you muſt be a Jeſuit. Nay to confirm 
that Suggeſtion,it muſt be accor-panied with all the 
\ Circumltaaces that may beſt give it an Air of Pro- 

bability 3 as that you have been Hred at St. Omers, 
in the [eſuits Colledge 3 that yuu have taken Or- 
ders at Ro.rc, and there obtained a Diſpenſation 
to Marry ;- and that you have, [:.ice then, frequent- 
ly officiate! as a Prieſt, in the C: iebration of the 
Maſs, at Whi:e-Hall, St. Fames «. : nd other Places. 
And tls beig admittec'. -01i-+.1.7 can be too black 
to calt upoi you. Whativev.. thouglit amiſs ei- 
ther in Church or Stace, ths 1.7co (0 contrary 
to your Advice, is boldly attributed tc ir. 
And if other Proofs fail, :::e Scripture it [elf 
muſt be brought in to conftrr, That whoſo:Þ.r o5- 


fends in one Point, ( in a Point eſpecially io eflen- 


tial as that of our troo-much-aftetted Uniformity ) 
% guilty of the Breach of all our Laws. Thus the 
Charge of Popery draws after it a Tail; like the 
Et-cetera-Oath, and, by endleſs Innucado's, pre- 
judicates you as guilty of whatioever ivlalice can 
12vent, or Folly believe. But that Charge therefore 
being removed, the Inferences that are drawn 
from it will vaniſh, and your Reputation will ca- 
{ily return to its former Brightneſs. 


Now, that T1 may the more effeually perſwade . 


vou to apply ſome Remedy to this Diſeaſe, I be- 
zech you, Sir, ſuffer me to lay before you ſome of 
Its pernicious Conſequences.It js no tritling matter 
for a Perſon raiſed, as you are, above the common 
3evel, to lie under the Prejudice of ſo general a 
Miſtake, in ſv Important a Matter. The general, 
and the long, prevalency of any Opinion gives 
it a ſtrength, eſpecially amongſt the Vulgar, that 
13 not ealtly. ſhaken. And as it happens that you 
have alſo Enemies of a higher Rank, who will be 
ready to improve ſuch popular Miſtakes, by all 


ſorts of malicious Artifices, Tt malt be taken for-: 


granted that thoſe Errors will be thereby till 
mcre confirmed, and the Inconveniencies that may 
ariſe from thence no leſs increaſed. 
a:lure vou, iz a melancholy Proſpect to your 
Friends. For we know you have ſach Enenues. T he 


TDS,-dif,-1- 


of ſo Univerſal a Libehty of Conſciente, $ 
rinciples have lead you to promote, has off 
many of thuſe whoſe Intereſt it is to crof 
WI need not tell you bow many, and how pow 
fal they are. - Nor can I tell you, either ho\ 
far, or by what Ways and Means, they may ens 
deavour to ex6cute their Revenge. - But this hows! 
ever I muſt needs tell you, - That in your preſene 
Circumſtances, there is ſafficient ground: for 
much Jcalouſte, at leaſt, as ought to excite you to 
uſe the Precaution of ſome publick Vindie! 
cation” This the © Tenderneſs - of Friendſhip: 
prompts your Friends to delire of you 3 And this 
the juſt Senſe of your Honour, which true Relig 
on does not extinguiſh, requires you te cxecute.) 
Pardon, I iatreat you, Sir, the earneſtneſs off 
theſe Expreffions ; nay ſuffer me, without OG: 
fence , to expoſtulate with you yet a little farther; 
I am fearful left theſe it Confideratie 
ons, ſhould net have their due weight with yous 
and therefore I cannot omit to refleft alſo upd 
ſome. more general Conſequencesof your: particu. 
lar Reproach. . I have ſaid it already, That the 
Kt:g, He Honour, His Government, and even 
Pexce and Settlement of this whole N-ttion, eithet 
are, or bave been concerned in this matter. Your 
Reputation, as youare ſaid to have medled in pab= 
lick Afﬀairs, has been of pnblick Concernments 
The promoting a General Liberty of Conſcience! 
having been jour particular Province, The AF: 
perſion of Popery and Feſuitiſm, that has been caſt" 
upon you, has reflefted upon His Majefty; for ha-* 
ving made ule, in that Aﬀair, of fo diſguiſed a Per-* 
ſonage as you are ſuppoſed to have been. It has© 
alſo weakned the force of all your Endeavours, ob-3 
ſtruſted their Effet, and contributed greatly ty} 
diſappoint. this peor Nation of that ineftimable* 
Happineſs, and ſecure Eſtabliſhment, which IT -.am\” 
perſwaded you deſigned, and which ll good and * 
wiſe Men agree that a juft and taviolablte Liberty 
of Conſcience would infallibly produce. 1 heartily: / 
wilh this Conſideration had been ſooner laid ts. 
Heart, and that ſome demonſtrative Evidence, 
your Sincerity in the Profeſſion you make, 
accompanied all your endeavours for Liberty. _ 
But what do Iſay, or what do I wiſh fer? 1. 
confeſs that T am now ſtruck with Aﬀoniſhment;. ; 
at thatabundant Evidence, which I know you have 4 
conſtantly given, of the Oppoſition of your Prins ! * 
Ciples to thoſe of the Komiſh Church ; and at the lit*; / 


tle Regard there has been kad unto it. Totti 


$ ©; 
ys 


_ 


Profefſion of the direXeft Oppoſition againſt Po- 
pery, that has ever appeared in the World, fince 
Popery was firſt diſtinguiſhed from common Chri- 


ſtianity, would ſerve the curn, this cannot be des. 
nied to all thoſe of that Society, with which you * 


afe joyned in the Duties of Religious Worſhip. 
If to have maintained the Priuciples of that Society, 
by frequentand fervent Diſcourſes, by many ela- 
borate \Vritings, by ſnffering Ignominy, Impriſon- 
ment, and other manifold NDiladvantages in defence 
thereof, can be admitted as any proof of your ſ1n- 
ccre Adhereace thereunto, this, it is evident to 
the World, you have done already. Nay further, 
Ii to have enquired as far as was poſhble for you, 
into the particular Stories that have heen framed 
azain{t you, and to have ſought all means of re- 
Aiſying the Miſtakes upon which they were 
grounded, could in any meaſure avail to the ſet- 
ling a trae CharaQterof you in mensJudgments,this 
Dr.Tillatſon. allo 1 know you have done. For ] have 
ſeen under the Hand of a Reverend 

Dean of our EngliſhChurch,a full acknowledgement 
of SitisfaCtion received from you, in a ſuſpiciou he 
had entertained, upon one of thoſe Stories, and to 
which his Report had procured too great Credit. 
And though I know you are averſe to the publiſh - 
30g of his Letter without his expreſs leave, and 
perhaps may not new think fit toaskit, yet I am 
jo thoroughly aflured of his Sincerity and Candor, 
that 1 cannot doubt but he has already vindicated 
you 1n that matter, and will ( according to his Pro- 
nuſs) be ſtill ready to do it upon all Occaſions. 
Nay, I have ſeenalſo your Juſtification from ano- 
ther Calumay of common Fame, about your ha- 
ving kidnapp'd one who had been formerly a Mort, 
out of your American Province, to deliver him 
here into the Hands of his Enemies; I ſay, I have 
wn ge Juſtification from that Story under that 
crions own Hand: And his return to PenſyIvania, 
where he now reſides, may. be an irrefragable 


Londen, Otober 
the 20th. 1688. - 


Confut:*ion of it; to any that will take the pains to , 
Inquire tnercinto. 
Really it afflits me very much to confider that 


all this does not ſuffice. If 1 had not that parti- 


cular reſpe&t for you, which 1 fiacerely profeſs, 
yet I could not but be much affetted, that any 
man who had deſervedly acquired ſo fair a Repu« 
tation as you have formerly had, whoſe Integrity 
and Veracity had always been reputed ſpotleſs, 
and whoſe Charity had been continually exerciled 
in ſerving others, at the dear expence of his 
Time, his Strength,'and his Eftate, without any 
other Recompence than what reſults from the 
conſciouſneſs of doing good , I ſay, I could not but 
be much affeſted to fee any ſuch Perſon fall, in- 
nocently and undeſervedly, under ſuch unjuſt Re- 
proaches as you have done. It is a hard caſe, and 
I think no man, that has any Bowels of Humanity, 
can refle& upon it without great Relentings. 
Since therefore it is ſo, and that ſomething re- 
mains yet to be done, ſomething more Expreſs, 
and eſpecially more publick, than has yet been 
doue for your Vindieation, I beg of you, Dear 
Sir, by all the tender Efficacy that Friendſhip, ei- 
ther mine, or that of all your Friends and Relati- 
ons tegether, can have upon you ; by the due Re- 
gard which Humanity and even Chriſtianity ob=- 
lies you to have to your Reputation ; by the Duty 


you owe unto the King; by your Love unto the 


Land of your Nativity ; and by the Cauſe of Uni- 
verſal Religion and Eternal Truth ; Let not the 
Scandal uf Jufincerity, that I have hinted at, lye 
any longer upon you ; but let the Senſe of alltheſe 
Obligations perſwade you to gratihe your Friends 
and Relations, and to ſerve your King, Your 
Country, and your Religion, by ſuch a publick 
Vindication of your Honour as your own Prudence, 
upon theſe Suggeſtions, will now ſhew you to be 
moſt .receflary and moſt expedient. 1 an, with - 
unfeigned and moſt reſpectful Aﬀetion, 


Honoured Sir, 


Your moſt humble and 


B-. moſt obedzent Servant. 


. 


To the foregoing | 


Worthy Friend, 


= 


'T is now above twenty Years, T donbts in my own mind about the way 1 pe TR 


thank God, that 1 have not been very from the diſcourſes or writings of any ofthatReligi-! 
ſolicitous what the World thought of on. And in the Preſence ofAlmighty God IT do de-* 
me. For ſince Ihave had the Know- clare, that the King did never once, dire&ly « 
ledge of Religion from « Principle in my indirettly, attack me,or tempt me upon that Sub-' 
Self.the firſt and main Point with me, ject, the many Years that I have had the Advan- 
has been to approve my Self in the tage of a free Acceſs to him ; ſo unjuſt, as well as 
fight of God, throngh Patience and fordidly falſe, areall thoſe Storys of the Town. 
Ildoing : ſo that the World has not had weight The only eaſon, thai lcan apprehend, they: 
enongh with me, to ſuffer its good Opinion to have to repute me a Romen Catbolick, is my 
xaiſe me, or its ill Opinion codejeft me. And if frequeit goi:1g, to Whiteball; a place nod more for- 
that had been the only Motive or Conlideration, bid to me than to the reſt of the Werld, who - 
and n6t the deſire of a good Friend, in the name it ſeems, fin1 muck fairer Quarter. 1 have almoſt; 
of many others. 1 had been as fileat to contiuvally}ad one Buluneſs or ether there for ous? 
thy L2tier asI uſeto be to the Idle and Maliti- Friend:,whom T ever ſerved with a ſteady Solicitae 1 
ous Shams of the Times. But as the Laws of tion,thro all times ſince I was of theirCommunian«: 
Frien/ftip are ſacred with thoſe that value that I had alſo a great many perſonal- good Offices to" 
Relation, ſo 1 confeſs this to be a Principle One «do upon a Principle of Charity , for People of alf® 
with me, not to deny a Friend the ſattisfattion he perſwations ; thinking it a Duty to improve the | 
defires, when it may be done without offence to a little Intereſt } nad, for the good of thoſe that © 
00d Conſcience. ; needed it, eſpecially the Poor. 1 might add W 
The: Buſiaes chiefly in{ifted upon, is my Popz- ſomething of my own Affairs too; though 1 muſt Þ 
pery, and endeavours to promote it» Ido ſay then, own, ( if I may without vanity) that they have Þ 
and that v. ith all Sincerity, that I am not only no ever had the leaſt ſhare of my Thoughts or Pains, 
Feſuit, but no Papiſf. And which is more, I never or elſe they would not have till depended as they 
had any Tetnptation upva me to be it, either from yet do. bs! 
U 


” Mm HY INE - . 
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Bot becanſe ſome People are ſe unjuſt as to 
render, Inftances for my Popery (or ipocri(y rather, 
for ſo it wonld be in me) 'tis fit I countradiat them 
as particularly as they accuſe me. I ſay then ſo- 
lemnly, that Iam ſo far from having been bred at 
St.Omers and having received Orders at Rome, that T 
never was at either Place; nor do I know any bo- 
dy there ; nor had Tevera Correſpondency with 
any one in thoſe Places , which is another Story 

invented againſt me. And as for my officiating in the 

K ings Chappel, or any other, it is ſo ridicwious as 
well as untrue, that beſides that no body can do 
3t but a Prieſt, and that I have been marryed 
to a Woman of ſome Condition above fixteen 
Years, which noPrieſt can be, by any Diſpen- 
ſatzon whatever, I have not ſo much as Jookt 
zato any Chappell of the Roman Religion, and 
conſequently not the Kings; though a common 
curionty warrants it daily toPeople of all Per- 
ſwafhons. 

And once for all, 1 do ſay that Tam a Protef ant 
Diffemer, and to that degree ſuch, that I challenge 
the molt celebrated Proteſtant of the EngliſbChurch, 
or any other,upon that Head,be he Lay-man or Cler- 
47m, in Publick or tn Private, For I would have 
uch People know,'tis not impoſſible for a True Pro- 
teff ant Diſſenter to be Dutiful, Thankful, and Ser- 
viceable to the King, though he be of the Roman 
C «tbolick Communion. We hold not our Property 
or Protettion from Him by our Perſwaſon, and 
therefore His Perſwaſion ſhould not be the Meaſure 
of our Azgiznce.T am ſorry to ſee ſo many that.ſeem 
fond of the Reformed Religion, by their Dil- 
affeftion to Him,recommend it ſo ill. Whatever,Pra- 
Ctices of Roman C atbolicks we might reaſonably ob- 
ject againſt (and we know ſuch there are} yet He 
has diſclaim'd and reprehended thofe ill things, by 
His declared Opinicn againſt Perſecution ; by the 
Eaſe in which He aQually indulges all Difenters; 
and by the Confirmation. he offers in Parliament 
for the Security of the Proteſt ant Religion and Li- 
berty of Conſcience. And in His Honour, as well 
as in my own Deſence,l am obliged in Conſcience to 
ſay that he has ever declared tome it was His 
Opinion ; and on all occaſions, when Dake, he ne- 
ver refuſed me the repeated Proofs of it, as of- 


ten as I hadany Poor Sufferer for Conſcience ſabe 
to ſollicit His help for. "_ 1 4 or Ft 


But ſome may be apt to ſay, Why not any Body 


elſe as well as well as 1? why muſt 1 have the pre- 
Jerable acceſs to other Diſſcnters, if not a Papiſt ? 1 


- 


Anfwer, I know not that it is ſb. But this Thnow, 
that I have made it my Province and Buſineſs; I 
have followed and prelt it ; 1 took it for my Call- 
ing and Station , and have kept it above theſe ſix- 
teen Years; and which is more, (if I may ſay ic 
without Yenity or acb) wholly at my own 
Charges too. To this let me add the Relation my 
Father had to this Kings Service ; his palticular Fa- 
vour 1n getting me releaſed out of the Tow- 
er of London in 69; my Fathers humble Re- 
queſt to Him upon his Deatb-Bed to protet. me 
from the Inconveniences and Troubles my Perſwa- 
ſion might expoſe me to; and His Friendly Pro- 
miſe to do it, and exaQt Performance of it, from 
the moment I addreſled my ſelf to Him; I ſay, 
when all this is conſidered, any Body that has the 
leaſt pretence to Good Nature, Gratitude, or 
Generoſity , muſt needs know how to interpret my 
Accels to the King. - 
Perhaps ſome will be ready to ſay this is not all, 
nor is this yet a fault, but that I have been an 
Adviſer in other matrers, diſguttful to the King- 
dom, and which tend to the Overthrow of the Pro» 
teſtant Religion, and the Liberties of the People. 
A likely thing indeed, that a Proteffant Diſſemter, 
who from fifteen Years old has been (at times ) 
a Sufferer, in"bis Father's Family, in the Univerſity, 
and by the Governmem, for being fo, ſhould de- 
ſign the Deſtrnftion of the Proteſtant Religion? 


| This is juſt as probable, as it is true that1 dy'd 4 


Feſuit ſix years agoin Arcrice, Will men till 

ſuffer ſuch Stuff to paſs upon them ? Is any thing 
more fooliſh, as well as falſe, than that becauſe I am 
often at White-Hak,therefore I muſt be Author of 
all that is done there that does not pleaſe abroad?Bat 
ſuppoſing ſome ſuch things te have been done ; pray 
tell me, if I am dou» 1 to oppoſe any thiug- that I 
am not call'd to do ? 3 never was a Member of Coun- 
cil, Cabinet, or Comriitree, where t:;<© Aﬀairs of the 
Kingdom are tranſatte]. 1 have ha no Oitice., or 
Truſt, and conſequ- ntly nothing can be ſaid to be 
done by me ; nor, f';r that reaſon, could 1 lye un- 
der any Teft or Oblig:tion to diſcover my Opini- 
on of Publick As of State 3 and therefore, neither 
can any ſuchAAs, or my Silence about them,in Ju- 
ſtice,þe made my Crime. Yolaxteers are Blenks and 
Cypbers in all Governments. And unleſs calling at 
White-Hall once a day,xpor many Occaſions, or my 
not being tnrn'd out of nothing, (for that no Of- 

fice is) be the Eviccnce of my Compliance in diſ- 

agrecable thingr, I know => what elſe can with 

2 any 


into my Pocket, and a Zundred Thouſand into _naw* 
Prevince. For mighty numbers of People wt 5 
then upon the Wing. But I way dit all; hop'df 
better Times ; expetted the EffeAts of the King 
\Vord for Liberty of Conſcience, and Happineſs by 
it; and till 1 (aw my own Friends, with the y 
dom, deliver'd from the Legal Bondage, which Pe.” 
na! Laws for Religion had ſubjeted them to, I 
co:14 with no SatisfaQtion think of leaving Ey. ? 
gl.:ad ; though much to my Prejudice: Teyond: | 
Se1, and at my great Expence here; having * 
in all this time , never had eithzr Office* 
or Penſtun, and refuſing ever the Rewards or.) 
C-:atuities of thofe I hav= been able to oblige. * 
If therefore an Univerſal Charity, ifthe aflerting .* 
11 Impartial Liberty of Conſcience, if doing to others 
as on: would be done by, and an open avowing, and. :: 
ſteady prattifing of theſe things, in all times, to all ** 
Parties ; will juſtly lay a Man under the Refleti-... 
on of being a Feſuit, or Papift of anz Rank, I muſt 
not only ſubmir to the CharaFer, but imbrace it + 
too; And, I care not who knows, Tcan wear 
it with more Pleaſure , than it is poſſible for thenr - 
with any Juſtice to give jt me, For theſe are Cvr- |! 
nr Stones and Principl:s with me; and Iam ſcan- 
dalized at all Buildings that have them not for their+: 
Foundations. For Religion it ſelf is an empty ': 
Name without them; A Whited-Wall ; a Painted-Se- © 
pulchre; No Life or Virtue to the Soul ; No good! : 
or Example to ones Neighbour. Let us not flatter :; 
our Selves; We can never be th: better for our Re- © 
ligion, if our Neighbour be the worſe for it. Our | 
fault is, we are apt to be mighty hot upon ſpecula- - | 
tive Errors, and break all Bounds in our Reſent- 
ments; but we let prattical ones paſs without Re- 


- any Truth be a!edged againſt me, However, one 
- thing I know, that I have every where moſt re- 
ligiouſly obſery'd, and_endeavour'd in Converſa- 
tion with Perſons of all Ranks and Opinions, to 
allay Heats, aud moderate Extremities , even in 
the Politicks. *'Tis below me to be more partt- 
cular. But IT am (ure it has been my enuyeavorr, 
that if we coul:l not all meet upon a Religious 
Bottom,at leaſt we mizht meet upon a Cici10negthe 
good of England ; which is the common untereit 
of Kingan4q People : That H2 might be great by 
Juſtice, and we free by Obedience; diſtmguiſhing 
rjghtly on the one hand, betwe:n Duty and Sl1v?- 
7y, and oa the other, betweea Liverty and LZicen- 
ti:uſneſs. 

But, alas, I am not without my Apprehenſtons 
of the Cauſe of this bzhavionr towards me, and 
In this I perceive we agree; I mean, my conſtant 
Zeal for an Impartial Liberty of Conſcience. But if 
that be it, the Cauſe is too good to be in pain about 
it. Iever underſtood That to be the natural Right 
of all men; and that he that had a Religion with- 
out it, his Religion was none of his own. For 
what is not the Religion of a mans choice, 1s the 
Religion of him that impoſes it. So that Liberty 
of Conſcience is the firſt Step to have a Religion. 
This is no new Opinion with me. I have writ 
many Apologies within the laſt twenty Years to 
defend it, and that impartially. Yet I have as con- 
ſtantly declared, that Bounds ought to be ſer to 
this Freedom, and that Morality was the beſt ; 
and that as often as That was violated under a pre- 
tence of Conſcience, it was fit the Civil Power 
ſhould take place. Nos did I ever once think of 
promoting any fort of Liberty of Conſcience, for a- 


ny body, which did not preſerve the Common Pro- 
teſtancy of the Kingdom, and the Antient Rights 
of the Government: For to ſay Truth, the one 
cannot be maintained without che other. 

Upon the whole matter, I muſt ſay, I love Fn- 
gl+md; lever did ſo; and that I am not in her 
Debt. Inever valued Time, Money, or K indred, 
to ſerve hex and do her good.No Party could ever 
byaſs me to her Prejudice, per any_Perſonal Inte- 
reſt oblige me in her wrong. For I always ab- 
hor'd diſcounting Private Fevours at the Publicks 
Ceff. 

Would 1 have made my Matket of the Fears 
and Jealouſtes of People, when this King came to 


the Crown, I had put Twenty Thouſand Pounds 


mark, if not without Repentance: As if a miſtake : 


about an obſcure Propoſition of Faith were a greats ©] 


er evil, than the breachof an undoubted Precept,  ! 


Such a Religion the Devils themſelves are not 


without; for they have both Faith and Knowledge: 


but their Faith doth not work by Love, nor their. 


vo 
. 


Knowledge by Obedience. And if this be their 
Judgment, can it be our Bleffing ? 

Let us not thenthink Religiona litigious thing ; 
nor that Chrif came onely:to make us 
Difputants, but that he came allo to make us 
good Livers. Sincerity goes farther than 
Capacity.It is Charity that deſervedly excels in the 
Cbrift ian Rel:gion. And happy would it be, if where 


Unity. ends, Charity did begin, inſtead of Bar 


* 


ing: } 


Rd 


reno or belief 'of things; and if the common ſee, bow can we love God whow we beve not ſeen? 


Enemy Of Mankind had not the governing of 


So were the Diſciples of our Lord. 
.ed in him, yet let a falſe Zeal do violence to their 


ng 


-and. Railing» that almoſt ever follow ? Tt ap- 


pears to me to be the way that God has found cut 
and appointed to' moderate our Differences, and 
make them at leaſt hatmleſs toSociety ; and there- 
fore,l confeſs, 1 dare not aggravate them to Wrath 
Blood. Our Diſagreement lies in our Appre- 


our Aﬀe&tions” avd Paſſrons, that Diſagreement 
would not prove ſuch a -Canker, as it is, to Love 


and Peace in Civ1 Societies. : | 
He that ſuffers his Difference with his Neigh- 


 bour, about the other World, to carry him beyond the 
Line of Moderation, in this, is the worſe for his 


inion, even though it be true. It is too little 


conſidered by Chriſtians, that men maz beld the 
"Truth in Umrighteouſneſs; that they may be 


Orthodox and know what Spirit they are of. 
They beliey- 


Judgment, and their unwarrantable heat contra- 


di the great end of their Saviours coming, Love. 
Men may be angry for God's ſake, and kill 

Pele too. Chriſt ſaid it, and too many have 
r 


iſed it» But what ſort of Chriftians muſt they 
on I pray, that can hate in his Name who bids us 
love, and kill for his ſake, that forbids killing, and 
commands love, even to' Enemies. 
Let not Men or Parties think to ſhift it off from 
themſelves. "Tis not this Principle,or that Form, 
to which ſo great a DeſeCtion is owing, but a de- 
generacy of Mind from God. ' Chriftianity is not 
at Heart: No Fear of God in the inward parts : 
No aw of his Diving Omnipreſence. Self prevails, 
and breaks out , more or leſs, through all Forms, 
but too plainly : ( Pride, Wrath, Luft, Avarice: ) ſo 
that though People ſay to God, Thy Will be done, 
they do their own ; Which ſhews them to be true 
Heathens under a mask of Chriſtianity; that believe 
without Works, and repent without forlaking : bu- 
fie for Forms, and the Temporal Benefits of them ; 
while true Religion, which is to iſt the Fatherleſs 
and the Widow, and to keep our ſelves unſported from 
the World , goes barefoot, and like Lazarus is de- 
ſpiſed. Yet this was the Definition the Holy Ghoft 
gave of Religion before Synods and Councils had 
the meddlmg with it, and modeling of it. In thoſe 
days Bowels were a good part of Religion, and that 
to the Fatherlgſs and Widow, at large. We can 
hardly now extend them to thoſe of our own way. 


- 


It was ſaid by him that could not ſay amiſs, Becauſe 
Iniquity abounds the I6ce ay Sims cold. What 
ſcevcr divides man's Heart from God, ſe X 
from his Neighbour ; and he that loves ſelf mere 
than God, can never love bis Neighbour as bimſelf. 
For(as theApoftle ſaid )if we do not love bim whom we 


O that we could ſee ſome men as toe 
turn People toGod, as they are to blow them up, 
and ſet them one againſt another. But indeed 
thoſe only can have that pure and pious Zeal, who 
are themſelves turned to God, and have taſted 
the ſweetnefs of that Converſion, which is to 
Power not Form, to Godlineſs not Gain. Such 
as thoſe do bend their thoughts and pains to aÞ- 
peaſe, not increaſe, Heats and Animelities ; to-ex- 
hort People to look at home, ſweep their owl 
Houſes, and weed their own Gardens. And in 
no Age or Time was there more need to ſet men 
to work in their own Heart , than this we live in; 
when ſo buſie, wandering, unruly, and .licentious 
a Spirit prevails. For whatever ſome men may 
think, The Diſeaſe of this K ingdom is Sin, Impie- 
ty againſt God, and want of Charity to men. 
And while this Guilt lies at our Door, Judgment 
cannot be far off. 

Now this being the Diſeaſe, I will briefly of» 
fer two things for Cure of it. The firſt is, Da- 
vids cleen Heart and right Spirit, which he alk'd 
and had of God. Without this we muſt be a 
Chaos ſtill, For the Diftemper is within; and 
our Lord ſaid, AI Evil comes from thence. Set 
the inward Man right, and the outward man can- 
not be wrong. t is the Helm that governs 
the humane Veſlel. And this nothing can do but 
an inward Principle, the Light and Grace thes. 
came by Cbriff, which the Scripture tells us Bx- 
lightens every one, and has appeared to all men. ft is 
prepoſterous to think that he, who made the Warld, 
ſhould ſhow leaft care of the beſt part of it, 
our Souls. No, he that gave us an outward Lu- 
minary for our Bodies, hath given ns an inward 
one for our Minds to aft,by. We have it : And 
"tis ozr Condemnation that we den't love it, and 
bring our Deeds to it. *Tis by this we ſee our 
Sins, are made ſenſible of them, ſorry for them, 
and finally forſake them. And he that thinks to 
co Heaven a nearer way will, 1 fear, belate 

is Soul, and be irreparably miſtaken. There are 
but Gegts «nd Sheep at laſt ; whatever ſhapes we 
C went 


ro ) "" 
is po ſible for the Eminent Men of every religieng\ 
| Perſwafion 4 ( eſpecially the preſent Miniftery - 
of the Pariſhzs of ENGLAND) to think? 


wear keve. Let's net therefore, Dear Friend, 
deceive our ſelves. Our Souls are at Stake, God 
won't be mocked. What we ſow w2: muſt exp2Þ to 

» There  n0 Rep*ntance in- #he: Grave; which 
ſhow3,that if not there, then 10 where elſe. 
' To fun up this Diviaity of mine, It is the 
L?zht of Jeſus ia our Souls that gives us a true fight: 
of our ſelves, and that Sight that leads us to Re- 
pentance, which Repentance begets Humility, and 
-Hamility that true Charity that covers a multi- 
tude of Faults; which I call God's Expedient a- - 
Tain{t man's [nfirmity. 

The ſecond Remedy to our preſent Diftemper 
Is this, Siace All of all Parties profeſs to believe 


8 
, of giving an -Account to God at the laſt day, » 
without uſtag the utmoſt © of their Endeavonry? 
to - moderate the members: of their reſpeQive » 
Communions towards thoſe that differ from themy. | 
is a Myſtery to me. But this I know, and muſt lay; 
it af their Doors,asI charge alſo my own Soul with! 
it, God requires Moderation, and Humility from: 
us: For he is at hand who will not ſpare to judge } 
our Impatiency, if we have no Patience for one! 
another. The Eternal. God rebuke (1 beſeech 
al him) the wrath efman ; and humble All under the- 
#n Gol, Chrift, the Spirit, end Scripture,tbat the Soul ' ſenſe of the Evil of this day ; and yet (unworthy as. 
fs Immortal, that there are Eternal Rewards and Pu- - we are ) give us Peace, for his holy Name's ſake. | 
uniſbments, and that the Yerinous ſhall receive the one, It is now time to end this Letter ; and Iwill- ag. 
aud the Wicked ſuffer the-other; 1 (ay, fince this is it without ſaying any more than this Thou 
the common Faith of ChriferJom, let.us all refolve ſeeft my Defence againſt popular Calumny; Thou | 
in the ſtrength of God to live up to what we agree ſeeft what my.thonghts are of our Condition, ang ' 
an, before we fall out ſo miſerebly- ebout the reff in - the way to better it 3 and thou ſeeſt my hearty and. 


' 
; 
. 
"! 
g # 


we differ. 1am perſwaded, the Change and 
Comfort which that pious courſe would bring us to, 


would go _ todiſpoſe our Natures to- com- 


pound eafily for all the reſt ; and we might hope 
yet to (ce happy days in poor Evglend : for there 1 


would have ſo gvod a Work begun. And how it. 


TEDDINGTO N, Oftober - 


humble Prayer to Almighty Ged to incline us tx 
be wiſe,if it were but for our own ſakes. I (hall only 


- add,that I am extreamly ſenſible of the Kindneſs and 


Juſtice intended me by my Friends on this Occafiony 


' and that I am for that and many more reaſons, with: 


great Truth an4 Eſteem, . 
Thy obliged and 


the- 24tb. 1688. affeftonate Friend, 


TW. F. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


FJ\£&e thing in reference to my ſelf I gue to ment10n, I have been by ſome peo- 
ple with great: art rendred powerful, that I might be made guilty, at leaſt. 
obnoxious; which hath often drawn from me this Expreffion to my Acquaintance: 
I have all the: Inconyenience of a man of Power and Intereſt, but nothing of the re- 
allity or-advantage of that Character. One thing I will ay, and end; I muft do 
231 woul1 be done by, and cannot with fine Diftintions or popular Humor, ab- 
folve my ſelf from that Duty ; for, I thank God, I am what I was, and will be what 
I aw, with his help, let the World fay what it will, Farewel. 
W. P. 


FINS. 


